
 

Religious Studies CURRICULUM SUMMARY FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022-2023 

TERM RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 YEAR 7 YEAR 8 
MT1 Christian 

harvest 

festival and 

the Jewish 

festival of 

Sukkot 

Celebrations 

with focus 

on those in 

the Islamic 

faith 

Celebrations 

with focus 

on those in 

the Islamic 

faith 

Divali  

(November):  

Read and understand 

the story of Rama and 

Sita in the Ramayana 

through a range of 

sources (e.g. modern 

comics as well as the 

Ramayana itself).  

Learn what a diya is 

and how to make 

one.  

Understand the 

symbolism of light 

and dark and 

how diyas show this.  

Discover how Hindus 

prepare for Diwali 

(e.g. spring-cleaning 

the home, wearing 

new clothes).  

Understand the 

meaning of Divali as a 

festival of light and 

the triumph of good 

over evil.  

Understand how 

Hindus express their 

belief in God through 

myths and deities.  

Interpret and 

investigate Hindu 

culture: how people 

live, the landscape 

they are in and how 

this affects them.  

Jesus’ parables:  
Recognise a parable 

from the Gospels as 

a distinctive genre in 

its own right: a short, 

memorable story 

from real life with a 

high-impact moral or 

religious message.  

Understand that the 

Kingdom of God is a 

common theme in 

many of Jesus’ 
parables, and what 

this alludes to; 

evaluate and 

interpret thematic 

content.  

Study a range of 

parables.   

Understand that 

Jesus used parables 

as a kind of test to 

see whether those 

who heard his 

teaching could ‘see’ 
the hidden Kingdom 

of God (Mark 4).  

Examine examples of 

Christian sermons on 

parables.  

Find examples of art 

which celebrate 

Jesus’ parables.  

Places of Worship:  

Identify sacred 

objects commonly 

found in churches 

(font, altar, pulpit, 

lectern/ambo, 

chalice).  

Describe the objects 

identified in 1.3 and 

find out how they 

are used; 

understand the idea 

of ‘sacrament’ (i.e. a 
sign which 

effectively brings 

about that which it 

signifies, or an 

outward and visible 

sign of an inward 

spiritual grace).  

Identify the 

distinctive features 

of particular 

churches (e.g. 

Orthodox churches 

– iconostasis, icons, 

sanctuary, no 

pews, pantocrator, 

shape of the 

building; Catholic 

churches – altar, 

ambo, aumbry, 

screen, statues and 

images, font, 

reredos, 

confessionals, 

multiple altars and 

chapels, crucifix and 

stations of the cross; 

Judaism (The Torah):  

Identify the reasons why a 

school needs rules; 

understand what makes a 

good rule (e.g. universality, 

simplicity, balance and equity, 

reasonableness, 

enforceability.  

Read the story of the giving of 

the Ten Commandments 

(Exodus 19 and 20).  

Visit or study a synagogue; 

understand the centrality of 

the Torah in its worship and 

design.  

Discover through interview or 

testimony how a Jewish 

person today values and uses 

the Torah; consider personal 

devotion, phylacteries, 

mezuzahs.  

Explore Jewish belief and 

practice in selected areas of 

Jewish life (e.g. the Sabbath, 

food, clothing and modesty, 

marriage and family life, roles 

of men and women, children 

and circumcision).  

Creation:  

6 days  

Rest and the 

Sabbath  

Arguments for 

God’s existence:  
Identify different 

kinds of truth 

(scientific, poetic, 

moral, religious, 

etc.), looking for 

examples of each 

in their 

classroom.  

Appreciate the 

range of ways 

people express 

their belief in God 

(e.g. words, 

music, art.   

Christians and 

the 

Environment:  

Identify examples 

of environmental 

damage (e.g. sea 

level rises and 

flooding, ice cap 

melting, 

pollution).  

Explore the local 

area and school 

for examples of 

environmental 

damage.  

Read the Creation 

stories from 

Genesis 1 and 2; 

identify themes 

The Life of 

Jesus:  

The beginning 

of the Gospel  

Who was who 

in Israel at the 

time of Jesus?  

The 

Temptations of 

Jesus:  

Lead us not into 

temptation…  

Jesus and the 

Outcasts:  

Today’s 
outcasts  

Prejudice and 

discrimination  

Being a 

follower of 

Jesus:  

Jesus calls the 

first disciples  

The rich young 

man  

The request of 

James and John  

Changing 

priorities  

 



Protestant churches 

– pulpit, lack of 

images, pews, holy 

table, plainness, 

biblical texts, bare 

crosses, Bible).  

and ideas about 

God, the purpose 

of Creation and 

the place of 

humankind in it  

Understand the 

concept of 

stewardship as 

looking after that 

which belongs to 

another.  

Interview a 

Christian active in 

the conservation 

of the 

environment to 

ascertain what 

motivates them 

and how they try 

to care for the 

Creation.  

MT2 Christian 

harvest 

festival and 

the Jewish 

festival of 

Sukkot 

Celebrations 

with focus 

on those in 

the Islamic 

faith 

Celebrations 

with focus 

on those in 

the Islamic 

faith 

Signs and Symbols:  

Recognise the 

difference between 

signs and symbols.  

Recognise signs and 

symbols in everyday 

life.  

Understand how 

words can have literal 

and non-literal 

meanings in everyday 

life (e.g. 'a pocketful 

of worries', 'a broken 

heart', 'apple of my 

eye').  

Look for common 

signs and symbols 

used in places of 

worship (e.g. cross, 

dove, chi-rho, star of 

David, Om, Five Ks).  

Explore the 

significance of one or 

two specific signs or 

symbols (e.g. the dove 

Religious journeys at 

Christmas:  

Understand how 

journeys can play a 

significant part in 

life’s journey, 
whether they be for 

a holiday or moving 

to a new home, etc.  

Read the journeys of 

the Nativity stories in 

the Gospels: Mary 

and Joseph to 

Bethlehem, 

shepherds to the 

manger, the Magi to 

Bethlehem, the 

escape to Egypt, the 

return to Nazareth.  

Understand the 

reasons for each 

journey (e.g. 

command, worship, 

escape, home-

coming).  

Compare the 

different features 

found in different 

churches.  

Experience or enact 

a Eucharist or Lord’s 
supper service, 

identifying the key 

elements and 

recognising the 

important symbols, 

objects and 

metaphors used.  

Understand how 

sacraments capture 

the essence of 

Christian living; how 

the whole Christian 

life is summed up in 

the Eucharist 

(welcome, 

penitence, 

acceptance, 

Christian formation 

and growth, 

intercession, belief, 

Jewish History (Passover):  

Understand the revelation 

made to Moses at the burning 

bush and the change in 

direction it gave him (e.g. 

commission to free his people, 

authority).  

Explore the themes of the 

song of Moses and Miriam 

(Exodus 15) (e.g. victory, 

vindication, God’s triumph).  
Explore the themes of the 

song of Moses and Miriam 

(Exodus 15) (e.g. victory, 

vindication, God’s triumph).  
Understand the symbolism of 

the various elements of the 

Jewish Passover ceremony 

and the purpose of the 

prayers, questions and 

answers.  

Talk to a Jewish person about 

the significance of the annual 

Passover celebration to them, 

looking for links to their sense 

Find out about 

other, more 

global, initiatives 

by Christians to 

care for the world 

around them.  

Find out what 

happens at a 

contemporary 

harvest festival in 

a Christian 

church, looking 

for themes of 

stewardship, 

thankfulness, 

etc.  

Work out what 

individual 

Christians could 

do to make a 

difference to the 

environment in a 

positive way.   

The Fall of Man  

Miracles of 

Healing:  

Do healing 

miracles 

happen today?  

Who was 

Jesus?  

Conversation 

and Caesarea 

Philippi  

The 

Transfiguration   

Jesus – myth, 

man or God?   

The Parables of 

Jesus:  

The Good 

Samaritan  

The Lost Son  

The Sower  

Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount:  

Pacifism and 

non-violent 

protest  

Forgiveness  



or cross in 

Christianity).  

Research how 

religious believers use 

signs and symbols in 

worship.  

Research different 

attitudes to and 

beliefs about 

representations of 

God (e.g. explore how 

Hindus represent God 

in deities, understand 

why Muslims do not 

represent God in 

images). 

Research the 

pilgrimages that 

Christians make 

today (e.g. to 

Nazareth, to 

Bethlehem, to 

Egypt).  

Explore the 

contemporary sites 

at pilgrimage 

destinations; 

discover what events 

take place to 

celebrate events in 

the Nativity story.  

Find out how 

churches celebrate 

the Nativity journeys 

at Christmas (e.g. 

Nativity plays, 

adoration of the crib, 

etc).  

Explore attitudes to 

the meaning of 

Christmas.  

sacrifice and 

service).  

The 5 other main 

religions places of 

worship.  

 

of identity and membership of 

the Jewish people.  

 

Study the nature 

and humanity of 

the Fall.  

Consequences  

The place of this 

story in the Bible 

and its relevance 

today.  

 

 

LENT 1 Who was 

Noah? 

Faith Stories 

including 

Noah  

Faith Stories 

including 

Noah  

The Bible:  

Recognise special 

books (e.g. classics of 

literature, significant 

reference books such 

as the Oxford English 

Dictionary).  

Read a story of a 

Christian Bible 

translator and 

understand their 

motivation for what 

they did (e.g. William 

Tyndale).  

Discover the ways in 

which the Bible is 

treated differently by 

Christians from other 

books in church and 

at home.  

Understand Christian 

beliefs about the 

Guru Granth Sahib ( 

Sikhism ):  

Identify the Five Ks 

and understand their 

significance to Sikhs.  

Understand the 

distinctiveness of the 

Sikh religion as 

compared to 

Hinduism and Islam.  

Explore the life story 

of Guru Nanak.  

Understand Guru 

Nanak’s teachings 
about the true 

worship of God and 

the unity of all true 

religions.  

Discover the 

characteristics of the 

Guru Granth Sahib, 

Lent:  

Hear, read and 

watch the 

importance of the 

whole period of Lent 

for Christians. 

Include Shrove 

Tuesday and Ash 

Wednesday.  

Easter:  

Hear, read or watch 

the stories of Jesus’ 
last week, from the 

entry into 

Jerusalem, through 

to the crucifixion 

and burial.  

Read the stories of 

the Resurrection of 

Jesus (e.g. Mary 

Magdalene at the 

tomb, Thomas 

The Qur’an ( Islam ):  

See examples of the Qur’an 
and its decoration; understand 

the way it is treated.  

Hear extracts from the Qur’an 
in Arabic and translated into 

English.  

Read extracts from the Qur’an 
detailing the Five Pillars of 

Islam (Shahada, belief; Salah, 

prayer; Sawm, fasting; Zakah, 

charity; Hajj, pilgrimage).  

Look at examples of Islamic art 

featuring the Five Pillars.  

Explore the ‘99 beautiful 
names of Allah’; look for 
common themes and 

favourites.  

Understand the meaning of 

‘Shahada’ and why its simple 

and sincere declaration is 

Hinduism:  

The first Hindu 

god, Brahman  

The different 

Hindu gods and 

goddesses  

Hindu Creation 

Story – what are 

the differences to 

the Christian 

interpretation of 

Creation  

 

Sikhism   

The Life of Guru 

Nanak  

Bhai Lalo and 

Malik Bhago  

Duni Chand and 

the Needle of 

Heaven  

The Generosity 

Tree  

Guru Nanak and 

the Brahmans  

 



special or sacred 

status of the Bible and 

how they use and 

value it.  

Locate some favourite 

passages in the Bible 

(e.g. passages used at 

carol services, 

weddings, displayed 

on religious posters).  

Understand that the 

Bible contains a 

wealth of types 

of writing; encounter 

examples of a broad 

range of such genres.  

its features and 

contents.  

Find out how the 

Guru Granth Sahib is 

used, revered and 

treated as a living 

human being in Sikh 

worship at home and 

in the temple.  

meets the risen 

Christ, the meeting 

on the road to 

Emmaus, etc.).  

 

sufficient for initiation to 

Islam.  

Find out the features of Salat 

(preparation, how often, 

direction of prayer, prayer 

mats, ritual and words, 

posture and meaning of 

words).  

Explore the characteristics of 

the month of Ramadan and 

what form the fasting takes.  

LENT 2 Who was 

Noah? 

Creation  

Parables of 

Jesus 

Creation  

Parables of 

Jesus 

Understand 

something of the 

authorship, 

provenance and 

background of one or 

two genres (e.g. the 

Gospels, a Pauline 

epistle).  

Understand why the 

Old Testament is 

sacred to Judaism.  

Understand how 

Christians value the 

Hebrew scriptures, 

and how the Bible is a 

collection of writing 

from diverse sources.  

Identify how the 

Christian authors of 

the New Testament 

made links to the 

Hebrew scriptures in 

their writing (e.g. the 

fulfilment texts in 

Matthew’s Gospel).  
Understand how 

different genres from 

both Hebrew and 

Christian scriptures 

express a variety of 

beliefs about how 

Easter  

Understand the 

meaning of Lent and 

Lenten. To learn 

about the events of 

Palm Sunday.  

To learn about the 

significance of the 

Last Supper.  

To learn about the 

events that led up to 

Jesus being  

arrested.  

To find out about the 

events and emotions  

surrounding the 

crucifixion of Jesus.  

To find out about the 

events of the 

resurrection and to 

explore Christian 

beliefs in life after 

death.  

To learn about the 

meaning of ‘Messiah’ 
for Jesus  

and to summarise 

the events of Holy 

Week.  

Understand the 

events of the 

Ascension and 

Pentecost. 

Recognise the New 

Testament writers’ 
understanding that 

Jesus is present 

through his Holy 

Spirit forever.  

Connect common 

themes in the Easter 

stories to derived 

belief (e.g. Jesus is 

alive, death is not 

the end of life, Jesus 

is present amongst 

his people on Earth 

through his Spirit).  

Explore how some 

Christians try to 

work for a better 

future in the light of 

their beliefs about 

Easter.  

Listen to Christian 

testimonies from 

those who have 

faced death or 

serious illness and 

Explore Muslim attitudes to 

money and wealth. 

Understand that ‘Zakat’ means 
‘to purify’ and make the 
connection between this and 

the religious requirements of 

this ‘pillar’; understand that to 
avoid Zakat is a form of 

stealing.  

Plot the events of Hajj on a 

timeline (Umrah, 

Arafat, Muzdalifah, Ramy al-

Jamarat, Eid al-Adha, 

Tawaf az-Ziyarah, Tawaf al-

Wida).  

Understand that elements of 

Hajj go back beyond 

Muhammad (PBUH) to 

Abraham and the leaving of 

Hagar in the desert.  

Explore the Qur’an for other 
guidance (e.g. modesty in 

dress and behaviour with the 

opposite sex, Sura 24:30–31; 

kindness to others, Sura 

17:23; respect for property, 

Sura 24.27–28).  

Discover what foods and 

drinks Muslims are generally 

allowed to eat under the rules 

of Halal.   

Rama and Sita  

All About Diwali  

Dharma   

Ganesh  

Puja  

 

The Gurdwara  

  

  

  

The sentence, 

crucifixion and 

death of Jesus:  

Miracle on the 

River Kwai  

 



God relates to people 

(e.g. an extract from 

the Book of Judges 

compared to a 

parable of Jesus). 

how this affected 

their faith in God.  

Understand the 

origin of the word 

‘Easter’.  
Explore the Easter 

Liturgy celebration 

and its four 

composite elements 

(the Service of Light, 

the Vigil, the 

Initiation Rites, the 

Eucharist). 

Identify the key beliefs of 

Muslims, and how these are 

reflected in the design and 

function of a mosque. 

SUMMER 1 Who were 

the friends 

of Jesus? 

Celebrations 

in places of 

worship 

Celebrations 

in places of 

worship 

Jesus:  

Find historical 

information about 

Jesus using a range of 

sources (e.g. Bible, 

Bible Atlas).  

Locate Jesus in time 

and place (Galilee in 

first century Palestine, 

Roman Empire, Sea of 

Galilee).  

Recognise that we do 

not have an authentic 

visual representation 

of Jesus.  

Gather information 

about Jesus’ 
personality traits.  

Religions in our 

neighbourhood:   

Understand how 

religions can be 

classified and how 

specific terms can be 

used to analyse 

information.  

Survey their local 

area for evidence of 

religious people 

living and 

worshipping 

amongst them; 

interview people to 

discover their 

religious affiliation, 

place of worship, 

etc.  

 

Mosques:  

Explore the features 

and outline plan of a 

typical mosque, 

comparing it with a 

church. 1.22 

Recognise that 

mosques share 

common features in 

design, decoration 

and objects.  

Recognise the 

mosque as a centre 

of community life, 

through its activities 

(e.g. a centre for 

learning with a 

madrasa, place of 

shared worship, 

sharing of vision and 

values through 

preaching).  

Go on a class visit to 

a local mosque. 

Siddhartha Gotama ( 

Buddhism ):  

Learn about 

Siddhartha Gotama’s life as a 

young prince in Mumbini (in 

what is now Nepal), in the 

sixth century BC.  

Read the story of 

Siddhartha Gotama’s birth, 

including his mother’s dream 
and the soothsayer’s 
prophecy; understand why 

Buddhists consider his birth to 

be special.  

Explore the story of the four 

sights (a sick man, an old man, 

a dead man, a holy man) and 

their effect on 

Siddhartha Gotama.  

Examine the ascetic period of 

Siddhartha Gotama’s quest 

with his five companions.  

Cain and Abel:  

Dealing with 

jealousy and 

anger.  

The near sacrifice 

of Isaac:  

Systems of 

sacrifice.  

Atonement   

Abraham’s faith  

Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer  

Moses and the 10 

Commandments:  

A special 

covenant  

Law and 

punishment  

Law and human 

rights  

David 

and Goliath  

Facing your 

giants  

 

The 

Resurrection  

Review briefly 

what happened 

in the last week 

of Jesus’ life 
(the entry into 

Jerusalem, 

conflict with the 

religious leaders 

in the temple, 

the last supper 

and Jesus’ 
arrest, the trials 

of Jesus, 

crucifixion and 

burial).  

 

SUMMER 2 Who were 

the friends 

of Jesus? 

Celebrations 

in places of 

worship 

Celebrations 

in places of 

worship 

Examine Gospel 

stories where people 

express their views 

about Jesus, working 

towards an 

understanding of the 

context of these 

opinions and why 

Explore the 

similarities in and 

differences between 

the various 

expressions of 

religion in their 

neighbourhood.   

Muhammad:  

Learn about Mecca 

in the sixth century 

and the early days 

of Muhammad’s life 
(e.g. the death of his 

father and mother, 

life as a trader in his 

teens, his encounter 

Find out and understand the 

‘four noble truths’ that 
Siddhartha Gotama discovered 

on the night of 

enlightenment.  

Understand the place of the 

Dharma and the ‘middle 
way’ in particular as the 

principle governing all 

David and 

Bathsheba  

Abuse of power  

Solomon’s 
wisdom:  

Leadership   

Elijah and the 

Prophets of Baal:  

Celebrities  

Contemporary 

Issues:  

• science and 

religion  

• stewardship 

and the 

environment  

• law, rules and 

human rights  



people might have 

held them.  

Understand some of 

the titles Jesus gave 

himself (e.g. Son of 

Man).  

Understand that 

people have different 

interpretations of 

Jesus.  

with the Christian 

monk Bahira, his 

marriage at 25 to 

Khadijah).  

Hear the story of the 

appearance of the 

Angel Jibril in 610 on 

the Night of Power; 

understand the 

impact on 

Muhammad of this 

revelation and the 

encouragement 

given by his wife.  

Explore Muslims’ 
attitude to the 

Qur’an 
and Muhammad; in 

particular look for 

concepts of 

revelation, 

authority, inerrancy, 

the significance of 

Arabic and 

inferiority of 

translations, status 

as a final prophet.  

Find out how 

Muslims learn the 

words of the Qur’an 

and the existence 

of hafiz. 

Buddhist teaching and 

practice.  

Understand the different parts 

of the ‘noble eightfold path’, 
their sub-categories and why 

they are represented as the 

eight spokes of a wheel.  

Find out what the ‘ten 
precepts’ are.  
Research how Buddhists apply 

the ten precepts to their lives. 

 

Amos the 

Prophet:   

Modern day 

prophets  

Fair Trade  

 

• leadership 

and wisdom  

• social justice 

and treatment 

of the     

     poor  

• prejudice and 

discrimination  

• attitudes to 

death   

 

 


