
 

Lt Duckham  

I know what they did last summer!  
I was away last summer, but I do know that our section had a great 

time at Killington. 

Every Thursday, they hurried up after lessons and gathered at the 

boat house near Robertson. After a quick head count, making sure 

that all had grabbed a buoyancy aid, they headed to the reservoir.  

 

Sessions always started with a 

safety brief, a plan as well as a 

boat allocation; and as soon as 

this was done, there would be a 

strong sense of agency as 

everyone helped getting crafts ready to sail, including the RIB and jaffas our 

safety power boats, without which, our cadets would not touch the water.  

 

Everyone played a role, and the most experience sailors helped the novices find their 

naval feet. Year 9 made their debut on the water, some as complete beginners, some 

as experienced sailors.  

They all got on and learnt new skills, sometimes the weather was clement, sometimes 

fierce, but as long as they could sail, they got stuck in and were happy.  

Finally, they bid farewell to Dr Ripley as he retired, but I am confident that he will 

pop up to see us every now and then! 

Congratulations to Joshua 

D and Marlow H who both 

completed their Power Boat 

Level 2 with Dr Ripley and 

are now RYA qualified.  If 

you want to know more 

about taking this 

qualification, talk to me!  
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Welcome to the home of Sedbergh CCF Royal Navy News; The Fleet. We shall bring you the latest news, features, maybe one day some award-winning 

photographs from Killington Reservoir and the wider sailing community. The Fleet will be reporting on all CCF RN activity at Sedbergh School. CCF RN 

Sedbergh is affiliated with HMS Calliope (Tyneside). We are proud to present Issue #10. 
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They were 10 on a 
SUP and the little 
one said… 

Field day is a very fun day as cadets 

engage in activities which they don’t normally 
experience on regular sessions.  

 

This time they had a go at canoeing and tried 

out the new giant stand up paddle board, 

SUP for short, which can fit, well, as many 

cadets as you can before they all fall out.  

 

It's a great day to gain in confidence on and 

around the water. In addition, all activities are 

geared to support joyful bonding and team 

building, encouraging good communication as 

well as developing leadership skills.  

 

Most importantly, it is a great day out which 

was enjoyed by all.   

 

A huge thank you to Mr Cooling for capturing 

those happy faces with his brilliant 

photography.  
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CC Ripley 

JUNIOR NATIONAL 
12 HOUR 
ENDURANCE RACE, 
SOUTHPORT 
 

Our team had a torrid start to their 12 hours with gear failure 

causing the mast to collapse – which cost significant time to 

repair and then we received a time penalty for accepting external 

assistance for the repair – we spent most of the rest of the day 

trying to claw back the lost 30 minutes.  Essentially we were 

competing with other dinghies in the Argo class as our handicap 

does us no favours against the rest of the competitors in GP14s 

and Enterprises.   

The race started with light winds, which increased in the 

afternoon but then frustrating died away in the late afternoon to 

“watching paint dry” conditions at one stage.  Sedbergh sailors 
don’t enjoy light wind sailing so while it was nip and tuck with 
our closest rival, it was just difficult to keep the boat moving.   

However, in the final analysis we just pipped them to the post 

and were 2
nd
 team in the Argo class but well beaten by the first 

team from Loughborough…  

SUNDAY RACING – we woke to a fresher breeze which suited 

the Sedbergh sailors much better, and our Sunday “regatta” 
showed us in a much better light.  All our sailors were sailing 

single handed in Fusions, the latest RN CCF dinghy.  We were 

able to sail 4 races before the traditional “Round the Island” 
relay race.   

Toby H was first Fusion and level on points with the first Argo.  

There were then three equal Fusions on 9 points – namely 

Jamie LeM, Toby C and a sailor from Bedford Modern.  Kit B-

C and James H were the next two places – in summary 

Sedbergh took 5 of the top 6 places in the Fusions.  

Congratulations!  

We now hope that they will be prepared to give up the final 

weekend of their October half term to compete in the National 

RN CCF regatta where we have been title holders for the last 3 

years…. No pressure! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you want to learn more about taking part in the School National Regatta, speak 

to Lt Duckham and if you want to know more about everything that Shooting has 

to offer, speak to Mr Christy on Teams or on email  imc@sedberghschool.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlow H 

Shooting at Bisley 
RN CCF  
As a Royal Navy cadet, as was fortunate enough to represent the 

school at a shooting competition at Bisley along side Rowan and 

Chiyo.  

Shooting is a superb skill to learn as it teaches you how to be aware 

of your breathing, it help you develop your concentration and 

makes you more aware of your movements; however small.  

It also helps with camaraderie and meeting new people with a 

shared interest.  

I would strongly recommend to anyone, especially if you are new to 

it! It’s really good fun and challenging at the same time.  

I was delighted to represent the Royal Navy in this competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A huge thank you to 

Commander Stockton and 

his team, who helped us 

celebrate the  

50
th
 Anniversary of the RN 

at Sedbergh School and 

mark the  

75
th
 Anniversary of the CCF. 

We had a fabulous day! 

mailto:imc@sedberghschool.org
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Marlow H 

Year 9 CAMP 

Britannia Royal 
Naval College  
Every year we are fortunate enough to be invited to the BRNC for 

a four-day trip packed full of activities.  

We left on Friday morning and had a relaxing trip by train and 

arrived right on time for tea. This year we were treated to the 

officers, which was a real honor as it has just been completed 

restored. It looked absolutely beautiful so different from the 

junior gun room where cadets our age normally eat.  

This year I was in charge of the squad this year, seconded by 

Joshua who was in charge last year. I am incredibly grateful to Lt 

Duckham who entrusted me with this. Being in year 10, there 

really was not much of a gap between me and the year 9’s and it 
was sometimes challenging for me to lead to way. I have learnt a 

lot about leadership. Every evening, after we rewarded the cadets 

for their successes of the day, I would have a chat with Lt 

Duckham, we would debrief on the day, and we would plan the 

next. I felt really empowered!  

Lt Rennie, the officer in charge of our visit had planned lots for us 

to do and the activities could not have been more varied.  

We went on a ship simulator which was amazing. We could 

change the weather conditions, from totally calm to full on storm! 

We could be attacked by air and sea and even come across 

submarines. Everyone had a brilliant time.  

We also had a session on a climbing wall, it was amazing to see 

how agile some of the year 9 were, Tom D was particularly strong 

as he managed to hold his whole body by the tip of his fingers for 

13 seconds! It sounds little but trust me this was hard.  

The main part of the weekend was the Field Gun exercise. We 

learnt how to construct and deconstruct a Field Gun across a 

football field. Lt Rennie and Slt Walker have started a leader 

board and at the time we were second! I hope we haven’t been 
beaten since.  

We had a great week, ate ice-creams, went to beach, saw a 

beagle show. It was amazing.  

I would thoroughly encourage the current year 9 to join the RN 

so that they can enjoy this experience next summer.  

Finally, on behalf of all the cadets I would like to say thank 

Captain Oakley, Lt Rennie, Slt Walker, Lt Holmes and Lt Duckham 

for giving us such a wonderful opportunity.  
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Before we knew it, the 
Michaelmas term was 
here! 
After a nice long break, we have returned to sailing with 

much anticipated joy!  

 

This year we have some new faces joining us in all year 

groups which is nice. Some are very experienced and 

already hold a range of qualifications for example Angus 

is a Dinghy instructor and PB2 driver, some are complete 

beginners and are looking forward to learning new skills.  

 

We have a strong squad and it’s nice to be back using the 
crafts and making the best out of the autumn weather. It 

can be fickle at times, so we never know if we are going 

to sail or not.  

 

Safety is our main concern, so when the winds are to 

strong we turn to other activities. There is always a job to 

be done, like moving boats around, checking for 

damages, tidying the stores.  

 

Sailing is not all we do in the RN and cadets have been 

invited to apply to the Royal Navy Wings which if 

selected, gives our cadets a chance to learn about the 

principle of flying and train in a Grob T115, as they 

engage in a 3-part course; Bronze, Silver and Gold.  

 

This could be you! Do contact Lt Duckham if you are 

interested.  
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HMS RALEIGH, PLYMOUTH 

Damage  

Repair  

Instructional  

Unit  

and Fire Exercise   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

After a year of meticulous 

planning, our autumnal field 

day took us to Plymouth for 

one of the most exciting 

training opportunities the 

Royal Navy has on offer; the 

DRIU. 
 
On Tuesday 10th October, we made our way to 

HMS Raleigh by train. We left Sedbergh at 

8:20am and travelled along a perfectly uneventful 

journey through Preston and Birmingham before 

arriving in Plymouth where we were met by Dr 

Ripley. (Yes! the same Dr Ripley who retired a 

month ago!).  

 

On arriving at HMS Raleigh, we were greeted by 

CPO (AWW) Alan ‘Jonah’ Jones who is the 

Royal Navy Instructor South West.  He welcomed 

us to Conqueror block which was to be our home 

for the night and gave us a safety brief as well as 

explaining what would happen the following day.  

 

As per RN protocol, phones and electronic 

devices were put aside until departure and all 

cadets spent the rest of the evening relaxing.  

They met with Taunton school and had a lovely 

time playing table football and board games in the 

common room. Everyone sang “Happy Birthday” 
to Max M, before disappearing for a giant “Hide 
and Seek” game.  
 

Call to hands came at 6:00am, which gave the 

cadets just under an hour to get ready in uniform, 

form up as a squad with Taunton school and 

march up in darkness to the galley.  Breakfast was 

very filling, but much needed for the activities 

that lay ahead.  

 

At 8:30, we were standing outside Havoc and our 

day was about to get very wet!   
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On October 11
th
 we took part in the DRIU training in Plymouth. It is a 

simulation of a war ship sinking and the aim is to manage the risk and 

control the situation. We were put into teams of seven people. We had 

to use the techniques explained earlier to block the splinter holes and 

the punctures and then create permanent fixtures. This was a very 

interesting and fun experience which put all of us to the test and at the 

end we managed to save our ship! 

Edouard  

 

My favourite part of the damage and repair training was definitely the 

water based task. This involved a mockup of a ship deck with holes in it 

which filled with water. My team and I had to fill the gaps using wooden 

wedges and other mechanisms to stop the water from coming in, all the 

while being put under pressure by instructors. My team (California boys) 

led by the very competent 3-star cadet, James M, were the first to be put 

to the test and we completed the test in 9minutes and 9seconds which 

was faster than the Phase 1 recruits that week. However, due to some 

corruption in the system, we were wrongfully robbed of our well-earned 

title of winners and therefore were not allowed to go home with our very 

own personalised wedge trophies… 

 

Marlow 
 
 

 

On my trip today I have learned so much. We started our training 

by simulating a ship that had been hit by a torpedo. During this 

exercise we had to patch holes of spewing water by hammering 

wooden wedges into the gaps and then building large elaborate 

contraptions to help seal off the water. Our group was split into 3 

teams. Our team was called the "California Boys". We were 

unrulfuly (if this isn’t a word, it should be!) robbed of first place. 

Soon afterwards, we were briefed on fire safety and given the 

opportunity to put out fires ourselves. Overall, it was a fantastic 

experience and I wish to do it again if possible. Vote J 2024! 

Max M 

 

The trip down to Plymouth was amazing due to the fact that we 

got to experience the same type of training the navy recruits go 

through. Doing the DRIU simulation was a once in a lifetime 

experience. It was also very fun especially when it was a 

competition between three teams, which I also got the chance to 

lead team 1 aka California boys however due to bribes (I can only 

assume) the mighty California boys were unfortunately not able to 

win the competition. Even the instructors were surprised we lost 

due to the amazing leadership shown from myself, we also got the 

chance to learn and use some of the equipment the firefighters 

would use to put out different category fires, overall, the trip was 

amazing and a great experience. However, the system was rigged! 

The California boys win was wrongfully taken from them... 

 

Vote for MLGN Head of Navy 2024! 

James M. 

 
P.S: Also big thanks to Lt Holmes, Lt Duckham and Lt Ripley for taking us. 

On the way down, the RN section was tasked with the epic mission 

of using the *train*, luckily it wasn't especially busy and everything 

went quite smoothly, however we were all still envious of Taunton 

school who got to Raleigh 4 hours before us! 

 
We had a fab time on all accounts, the DRIU was brilliant, and the 

fire fighting was really interesting. I thoroughly recommend to 

anyone, and I want to take this opportunity to thank the staff who 

trained us on the day. 

 
P.S Team 3 won fair and square!  

Joshua  
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A chance encounter with Mrs Linda MacSween.  

Travelling by train gives you the chance to strike a conversation with complete strangers. Our Royal Navy 50
th
 Anniversary jumpers and 

my Royal Navy cap left no doubt to other members of the public that we were on some RN business.  

This is how we met Mrs MacSween, as we were getting ready to get off at Birmingham New Street, she asked Edouard where we were 

going and why. He explained that we were going down to Plymouth and she seemed delighted to hear that we were RN cadets.  

As the other boys gathered closer together, she told us that she had been in the Navy herself as part of the Women's Royal Naval 

Service (WRNS; popularly and officially known as the Wrens). She was part of the WREN association and was on her way to meet with 

an ex Wren friend. We were humbled and eager to listened to her story.  

“I signed up in 1970,” she said with an infectious smile, “and for the next 
four years the Navy became a family to me. It seems a long time ago, but it 
feels like yesterday”, she added.  

Mrs MacSween was just over 18 years of age when she embarked on a 4-week initial training at HMS 

Dauntless where she learnt about some of the more mondain tasks such as polishing shoes, cleaning, making 

a bed Navy style, and marching!  

Then after electing her specialism as a meteorological observer, she was stationed at HMS SeaHawk, Royal 

Naval Air Station, Culdrose for another 8 week-training, before having her first draft at HMS SeaHawk 

where she wanted to remain.  

She found her job really interesting as she learnt to plot the weather which became the forecast for ships and 

helicopters. “There were no computers in those days”, she said, “we had to go out on an hourly basis to take observations of the weather, 

rain or shine, making notes so that somewhere at sea or in the air, our ships and aircraft could travel safely.”  

One of the highlights of her Wren’s days was applying for being part of the Remembrance Day commemorations in London. For two 

weeks prior, she learnt how to march on parade. She felt it was an honour to be part of such a wonderful event which culminated at the 

Royal Albert Hall.  

After Culdrose, Mrs MacSween moved to HMS Fulmar in Scotland for 6 months. “The RN, she said, gave me lots of opportunities here 

in the UK but also abroad. For example, I was fortunate enough to be posted in Naples, Italy, which was part of NATO where I stayed 

for 19 months. Being in the Mediterranean, I was able to visit other countries and discover other cultures in southern Europe. The job 

was really exciting!”  

We would have loved to hear more about Mrs MacSween Royal Navy days, but our train soon arrived in Birmingham and our ways had 

to part. She left us with a beaming smile, “delighted”, she said “to have met such a lovely and pleasant group of young Royal Navy 

cadets”. 

 

If you are in Year 9 and have not yet chosen your Thursday activity for January do come and join us! 

And if you need some convincing here are the words of Sara and Rowan, two  Y13 ladies who just left our Royal Navy Section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing them both all the best for the future!  
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“Hi, I’m Rowan, I have been in this school since Y4 when Casterton first merged with 

Sedbergh. I joined the navy in Y9 as I wanted to learn how to sail as it sounded fun to 

do. The first year I spent learning how to sail in Pico, I went on multiple course to learn 

the rules or sailing and how the wind works when sailing in different directions with the 

wind. By year 10, I was able to sail a double handler like the Argo and started my DofE 

training. I learnt the camping essentials like safety, cooking and navigation. Sadly, when 

covid hit that put sailing on hold for just over 2 years nearly 3 because we couldn’t get to 
Killington till summer term. But when I started Y12 I became an NCO and started 

coaching the Y9-Y11 teaching them the same skills I was taught. In the summer of year 

12 I started sailing a Lazor, as well as teaching y10s how to rig an Argo. In Y13 I spent 

the first term helping prepare for Remembrance Day, something I was lucky to do each 

Covid free year. Now as I approach my final exams, I’ve taken time away from the navy 

to focus on my work. However, I learnt a lot from it. I learnt to lead, teach, care, and of 

course sail. Sailing is something I’m planning to continue in uni clubs as I really enjoy it. 

I have really enjoyed my time in the navy, and I hope you will too!”  

Hi, I am Sara and I joined the Navy in year 9 due 

to my hobby of sailing. The navy has provided me 

with a great community allowing me to learn new 

skills in an encouraging environment. I have 

progressed while learning to work within a group, 

from a team player, to a leader. I have learnt a 

great number of skills which include first aid, map 

and sea chart reading etc, these skills have already 

helped me in my day to day life and will continue 

to for many years to come. I truly relate to the 

statement I’m sure you will recognise “I was born 
in Carlisle, but I was made in the Royal Navy”. 



   


